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Personal Reflections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“In 1937, there were four municipal colleges in New York City: City College,  
Hunter, Brooklyn, and Queens. The libraries were manned for the most part 
by a group of persons with the inspiring title of ‘Library Assistant,’ some of  
whom had library degrees and some of whom did not.... The gap between the 
Library Assistants and the elite ‘upper ranks’ was a wide one that persisted a 
long time. It was a ‘hoi-polloi’ – ‘hoi aristoi’ relationship or, as one might later 
say, labor vs. management.” 
 
Eiberson, H. (1990). LACUNY then and now—mostly then. Urban Academic 
Librarian, 7(2), 4. 
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